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Abstract

The surviving texts of Mid-Ancient poetry have a huge number of variant texts. The
article mainly analyzes the generation and evolution of Mid-Ancient poetic variant from the
perspectives of literature and Chinese language history. Except for the introduction and
conclusion, the article is divided into six chapters.The introductory part defines the object of
the study “Mid-Ancient Poetry Variant Texts”, reviews the studies on variant texts, and
introduces the research materials and methods of this paper.

Chapter 1 examines the Wenxuan. Taking into account the version system of the Wenxuan,
it points out that there is a chronological hierarchy in the generation of dissimilarities within
the Wenxuan, and explores the reasons for the contradiction between the “dissimilarities and
similarities between Li Shan and Wuchen” in in the various editions of Wenxuan. The
interaction of the body text of the Selected Writings with the annotated text affects variant
texts.

Chapter 2 examines the Chuxueji. The preservation of Mid-Ancient poetry in surviving
early class books is summarized. Examines the relationship between the major editions of the
Chuxueji. Comparing the various versions of the Chuxueji, we have selected 558 groups of
valuable variants for preliminary analysis (see the appendix). Based on the analysis of several
Ming and Qing dynasty inscriptions of Chuxueji, two noteworthy phenomena of variant texts
flow are revealed: the collators made arbitrary changes based on their meanings alone; and the
collation caused the inflow of texts from other documents.

Chapter 3 takes the Dunhuang manuscripts as a case study and collects 137 poems of the
Mid-Ancient Ages, and then categorized according to the type of the manuscript and analyzed
for their characteristics. Examples are given to illustrate the value of the variants in Dunhuang
manuscripts, and it is proposed that “the variants in the manuscripts should be used to inspire
the variants in the engraved versions”. We also reflect on the influence of written symbols on
the generation of poetic variants in the era of manuscripts.

Chapters 4 and 5 summarize the general law of the generation and evolution of Mid-
Ancient poetry. Chapter 4 discusses the linguistic basis for the generation and evolution of the
variant texts of Mid-Ancient poetry, analyzing the variant texts with examples from the three
aspects of glyphs, phonology, and semantics. Emphasizes the processual nature of variant texts
from its emergence to its stable circulation, with semantics as a key factor influencing variant

texts circulation.



Chapter 5 explores the influence of socio-cultural factors on the generation and evolution
of Mid-Ancient poetic variants. Both authors' and readers' alterations affected the formation
of variants. The complexity of the process of generation and evolution is evident from the fact
that textual omissions and corrections combined to create a number of shifted stanzaic poetic
variants. Poetic texts are also affected by the social environment, and the variety of avoidance
methods and the existence of back-alteration behaviors make the identification of avoidance
variant texts uncertain. The choice of avoidance of alternative words in the Wenguancilin
reflects the concept of fitting the meaning of the text. Rewriting for the purpose of avoidance
may cause readers to misjudge the era in which the words were first seen.

Chapter 6 discusses the significance of the study of Mid-Ancient poetry's variant texts. It
is pointed out that the study is helpful for the organization and proofreading of Mid-Ancient
poems, the examination and analysis of linguistic materials, and the compilation and revision
of large-scale dictionaries. We also cite Tao Yuanming's poems in the Unabridged Chinese
Dictionary as an example to illustrate the function of supplementing the vocabulary and the
book evidence of poems with variant texts, and analyze how to deal with the problem of
“variant texts” and “isolated evidence”.

The concluding section summarizes the main points and conclusions of the study and

reflects on the shortcomings of the article.

Keywords: Variant; Mid-Ancient Poetry; collate; Poety of Pre-Qin, Han, Wei, Jin and

North-South Dynasties; Chuxueji; Dunhuang manuscripts
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