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" Intermediaries” in the Wartime Cooperation: The Interactions
Between Young Interpreters and the U.S.Troops in the China Theatre

Xu Liang

Abstract: After the outbreak of the Pacific War, China and the United States carried out close military cooperation, and a large
number of young interpreters were recruited as an important part of this cooperation.The special nature of the interpreters’
service to the U.S. troops allowed the U.S.to be able to influence the interpreters ' salary; but interpreters also faced the

problems of ambiguous status , disorganized management and unclear responsibilities.Cultural and institutional barriers between
the Allies engendered conflicts between the interpreters and the U.S.troops.The Nationalist government managed not only to
prevent the interpreters from becoming the tool of the United States, but also to protect the “ personal dignity” of the
interpreters so as to safeguard the "national dignity” of China. As the "intermediary” of wartime cooperation, the young
interpreters of the Allies are the most unique translation group in modern Chinese history.They also reflect the important form
of wartime youth’ s participation in the war of resistance.

Keywords: Interpreters ; War of Resistance Against Japan; China-US Military Cooperation; Youth in Wartime
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“An expedient measure”: the reorganization of the American Volunteer
Group

XU Liang!

(1.School of Humanities, Zhejiang University)

[ Abstract] After the outbreak of the Pacific War, since the American Volunteer Group of the
Chinese Air Force faced difficulties in personnel replenishment and weapon supply, it was necessary
for it to be reorganized. During the reorganization process, Chennault’s military rank and command
issues became the focus of China-US negotiations. China’s trust in Chennault caused Magruder’s
proposal for commanding power to be unsuccessful. To gain more assistance and support from the
US, China finally agreed that Bissell served as the commander of the US Air Force stationed in
China. The US’s neglect of the discipline and personal wishes of members of the American
Volunteer Group made the redeployment of these members unsatisfactory. The transfer of the
follow-up air force in the battlefields of China and Myanmar also led to the decrease of the strength
of the reorganized Volunteer Group. As an “expedient measure,” the reorganization of the American
Volunteer Group allowed China to reduce its corresponding financial burden and it also enabled the
US to achieve military deployment in the battlefields of China and Myanmar with relatively small
numbers of personnel and armaments. Throughout the reorganization process, the interaction
among Chinese high-level officials, the US military, and Chennault had influenced the development
of the China-US military cooperation.

[ Keywords] the American Volunteer Group;China-US air force cooperation;Claire Lee
Chennault; Chiang Kai-shek;

On December 7, 1941, Japan launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, which marked the beginning of
the Pacific War and the official military cooperation between China and the US. Compared with political and
economic ties and cooperation, the military cooperation between China and the US in the late period of the
Chinese War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression was particularly direct and prominent. Defeating
the Japanese army to win the war was the greatest common interest of China and the US, and also the
basis and driving force for building and promoting the bilateral relations between the two countries.

The China-US air force cooperation was the most direct link between the military cooperation of two sides.
(1) The cooperation included joint command, coordinated operations, intelligence gathering, military training,
and logistics supply with the goal of breaking the air blockade of the Japanese army and gradually gaining
the air control in the battlefield. Among the existing research results, the research on the Flying Tigers of the
US Air Force is the most prominent, and descriptive popular works keep coming out. However, rigorous
academic studies still fall short, and most of them are biographies written by American scholars. (2) Most of
the works and articles often generally refer to the American Volunteer Group led by Claire Lee Chennault as
the Flying Tigers. In terms of the phase of time, the air force led by Claire Lee Chennault went through three
different phases: American Volunteer Group in the Chinese Air Force (1941-1942.7, hereinafter referred to
as the American Volunteer Group), the China Air Task Force (1942.7-1943.7) and the 14th Air Force
(1943.7-1945). In the first phase, the air force belonged to the Chinese Air Force, and in the latter two
phases, it belonged to the US forces. The differences and changes in the nature of the force reflect the
evolution of military assistance and cooperation between China and the US in wartime.

The establishment of the Volunteer Group was considered at the end of 1940 and officially decided in
August 1941. Due to the time spent on aircraft equipment transportation and personnel training, the
American Volunteer Group did not perform combat missions until the outbreak of the Pacific War. On
December 20, 1941, the American Volunteer Group started the first battle in Kunming, and then won the
reputation of “Flying Tigers” on both sides of the ocean with excellent combat records. On July 4, 1942, the
American Volunteer Group, which had actually existed and participated in the battle for less than a year,
was reorganized into the 23rd Fighter Group of the 10th US Army Air Forces (hereinafter referred to as the
10th Air Force).
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the American Volunteer Group was once subordinated to the Chinese Air Force and then to the US Army.
This change was of great significance to China-US military cooperation (especially air force cooperation). At
present, the academic research of the establishment of the American Volunteer Group is quite detailed, but
there is no special research on its reorganization. 21 Some American scholars gave rather negative
comments about the process and results of the reorganization, and they believed that the problems caused
by the reorganization to the American Volunteer Group were greater than the threat of the Japanese to it. (4
Some other scholars maintained that it was because members of the American Volunteer Group were not
willing to stay in China, that the Group was replaced by the 10th Air Force. (2 Therefore, it is necessary to
examine the background, process and results of the reorganization of the Volunteer Group.

Based on “Chennault papers,” “Chiang Kai-shek diaries,”Tse-ven Soong papers” and “Lauchlin Bernard
Currie papers” stored in the Hoover Institution Library and Archives at Stanford University, “Chiang Kai-
shek’s Archives” in the “Academia Historica” in China’s Taipei, and relevant research of Chinese and foreign
scholars, the study goes through the whole process of the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group,
and mainly focuses on the attitudes and measures taken by high-level officials of China and the US and
also the American Volunteer Group itself (mainly Chennault) towards the reorganization, so as to explore
the division and agreement on general strategies between China and the US in as well as their influence on
US-China military cooperation during the war. The study is expected to help the research of related topics.

1 Proposal of the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group

To explore the root of the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group, its essence must first be
analyzed. The operation of an army depends on several major factors such as personnel, weapons, and
logistics. In terms of personnel, the commander of the American Volunteer Group was Chennault, an US
veteran and consultant of the Chinese Air Force. He had great autonomy in commanding combats, but was

controlled by the China Aviation Commission (¢)and subject to the highest command of Chiang Kai-shek.
From the perspective of the composition of the American Volunteer Group, both staffs of fighters and
ground crews responsible for maintenance were recruited from the US. At the legal level, these people were
just “employees” of China’s Central Aircraft Manufacturing Company, and “had nothing to do with” the US
Army. Especially the pilots who would fight in the air had high salaries and bonuses. ()

In terms of weapons, the American Volunteer Group was mainly equipped with P-40 fighters (codenamed
“Battleaxes”) at that time which were purchased by the Chinese government, shipped from the US to
Myanmar for assembly and put into use. However, China was not capable to produce this type of fighter
aircraft and could only provide maintenance for it. In addition, components of weapons, ammunition, and
fuel for the American Volunteer Group were all subject to the follow-up assistance from the US.

The daily expenses and logistics of an army are important for maintaining its operations. Although China
could use the loan funds provided by the US to obtain weapons and materials, all personnel expenses of
the American Volunteer Group must be paid by China in cash. ) At the beginning of September 1941,
shortly after the formation of the American Volunteer Group, the Nationalist Government’s special fund for it
deposited in the Bank of China in New York was running low. (2} Chiang Kai-shek eagerly hoped that the
problem could be resolved with the loaned fund. He called Tse-ven Soong and asked, “Can the expenditure
of the US Air Force Volunteer Group be covered by the loaned fund or should it still be paid by China?” (10)
Nevertheless, in order to avoid conflicts with Japan, the US was unwilling to bear the name of direct
command of this Group. Therefore, Tse-ven Soong could only respond, “We have no choice by pay for the
outlay of the Group by ourselves; we can only wait to see the development of the situation, and then take
further measures accordingly.” 41

It can be seen that for the American Volunteer Group itself, the excessive supply distance was its fatal
weakness. Both the recruited personnel and the subsequent supply of weapons needed to be shipped from
the US. It was time-consuming and complicated. The American Volunteer Group established in August 1941
was originally decided to be the First Volunteer Group. To expand its size, China actively negotiated with the
US to determine the plans for the Second Volunteer Group and the Third Volunteer Group. With the support
of President Roosevelt, the Second Volunteer Group would have 82 bomber pilots and 359 ground crew
members who set off from California on November 21, 1941. (2 The Third Volunteer Group in the plan was
a fighter brigade. The above two volunteer groups were planned to have 269 fighters and 66 bombers,
which were more powerful than the existing First Volunteer Group. (3} Before the UK and the US officially
entered the war, the British Army also intended to allow a fighter squadron and a bomber squadron to join
the American Volunteer Group as “volunteers” to fill its gaps in personnel and weapons. (14}

The hidden hazard in the operation of the American Volunteer Group also lay in the attitude of the US
military. The US military initially disapproved of the American Volunteer Group. After the formation of the
group, George Marshall, the Chief of Staff of the US Army, tried to control the command of it. On July 15,
1941, he stated that the Chinese government should agree that the head of the US Air Force delegation to
China would be the sole determinant of whether the American Volunteer Group could fight. (18JAlthough
China finally chose Chennault as the commander, Marshall stressed on August 30 that (1) whether the
American Volunteer Group could fight should be determined by the US military delegation or another
specially designated delegation; (2) the American Volunteer Group should be composed of and directed by
experienced aviation personnel in the US. {16) The American Volunteer Group which was affiliated with the
Chinese Air Force had certain “independence” compared with the regular US military, but was limited in
many ways by the US military. For example, when Chennault asked the US Army Air Force to send
additional staff to the American Volunteer Group through Lauchlin Currie, Henry Harley Arnold, the
Commander of the US Army Air Force, refused and showed a qualified opinion towards the staff serving in
the Group with “civilian identity.” (7)

After the Pearl Harbor incident broke out, the US officially entered the war and formed a military alliance
with China, which greatly changed the operation situation of the American Volunteer Group. In view of the
rapid superiority of the Japanese army in the Pacific and Southeast Asia after the war, the US Department
of the Army estimated that the Japanese army would pose a threat to the US west coast, which caused a
great suspicion of danger in the army. Bombers, which were the main equipment of the Second Volunteer
Group, were waiting to be airlifted in California at the time, and were then quickly used by the US military in
the name of war emergency. The two batches of pilots en route to Myanmar were also urgently
requisitioned by the US garrison in Australia and other places. (8} It had been completely impossible to
recruit members for the American Volunteer Group in the US military since then. This was unexpected for
Chennault and other people. 122 The plan that the British Army had previously promised to assist the
American Volunteer Group was also cancelled as the UK entered the war.

After Japan declared war on the UK and the US, the entire ocean route was no longer safe, and
transporting supplies from the US to Myanmar and China became noticeably more difficult. At this time, the
American Volunteer Group that was out of the US military establishment was like a “solitary army.” Without

https://jtp.cnki. net/bilingual/detail/ html/KANG201901008 2/13


javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://jtp.cnki.net/bilingual/detail/html/KANG2019010082/13

2025/11/16 22:18 “An expedient measure”: the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group

the replenishment of personnel and weapon support, it would be exhausted in continuous battles.

Currie 29 was an important consultant who assisted in the formation of the American Volunteer Group and
was active in both China and the US. On December 8, 1941, Currie made a suggestion to the US President
Roosevelt to reorganize the American Volunteer Group as a regular army in order to provide supplies and
personnel to the Myanmar army. (210 Roosevelt asked Curie to present this issue to the Army on December
9. (22) After receiving a response from the military, Currie stated in a telegram to John Magruder, the head of
the US military delegation in Chongging, that the reorganization would allow the American Volunteer Group
to get a steady increase in aircraft, supplies, and personnel, and if it was still outside the US Army, it would
be impossible to achieve the goal. 23)

Before the Pearl Harbor incident, Magruder also proposed to strengthen the American Volunteer Group with
the help of the US Army, but the US military did not support it. It was not until the week after the US entered
the war that Marshall officially authorized Magruder to handle the reorganization of the American Volunteer
Group. 24} Magruder immediately invited Chennault and the American Volunteer Group to return to the US
military establishment in a telegram on December 12. (25)

As soon as Chennault knew about the reorganization, he wrote to Madame Chiang to inquire about Chiang
Kai-shek’s opinions about it. Chennault said that the reorganization would save money for China,
strengthen the American Volunteer Group, and help strictly enforce discipline. At the same time, he pointed
out that the US might assign a commander who was not familiar with China’s situation to the American
Volunteer Group. (281 The American Volunteer Group started their first combat in Kunming on December 20,
and subsequently achieved an excellent result in the battle of Yangon. Chennault suggested that Magruder
should ask the US military for the replenishment of aircraft, personnel, and parts to maintain the
effectiveness of the American Volunteer Group. (27)

From this point of view, the original intention of the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group was to
solve the shortage of materials and personnel in order to strengthen the air power in China and Myanmar
battlefields. However, the issue of command after the reorganization had become the key to influencing the
process. The personal factors of Commander Chennault and different opinions held by the Chinese officials
on the reorganization had complicated the issue of the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group,
causing it to last for several months and have an impact on China-US military cooperation.

2 Magruder’s plans and Chennault’s rank issue

In the initial phase of the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group, Magruder, the then head of the
US military delegation to China, played a significant role. The Magruder military delegation was formed
before the outbreak of the Pacific War due to the concern of the US over the development of lean lease
business in China and the intensification of the military situation in the Far East. In the US’s view, the main
function of the delegation was to help the Chinese government in obtaining the corresponding military
defense assistance in accordance with the Lend-lease Act, and ensure that the assistance was used most

effectively. 28) However, China held different expectations. In July 1941, when the US Government
expressed its willingness to send a high-level military delegation to China, Chiang Kai-shek immediately
responded that he hoped that the delegation could include Air Force officers from the rank of colonel and
above whose mission was to help China build an air force. 22 Tse-ven Soong emphasized that China
“merely lacks aircraft and ordnance” in a conversation with Magruder, hoping that Magruder could help the
US military to understand China’s needs more accurately so that the US will” quickly ship as many weapons
as possible to China. (30) On October 27, 1941, when Chiang Kai-shek met Magruder for the first time, he
proposed that the US send several Air Force officers to help China build a new air force, ) and further
expressed his willingness to authorize these officers to take charge of the formation work. (2

After the outbreak of the Pacific War, the mission and authority of the Magruder military delegation had new
changes. Marshall had previously instructed Magruder to pay attention to “the American Volunteer Group
and its supply issues,” and authorized Magruder to take charge of the reorganization of the American
Volunteer Group after the Pearl Harbor incident.

The first difficulty that Magruder encountered was how to arrange Chennault’s position. The American
Volunteer Group had been inseparable from Chennault since its preparation for establishment. After its
victory, Chennault became even more famous. Neither China nor the US should ignore its role. Unlike the
members of the American Volunteer Group who came to China for the first time, Chennault had served the
Nationalist Government for four years as a “colonel.” 3} However, he himself retired under the rank of
“Captain of the US Army.” If he returned to the regular army, his position might be a tough problem. G4

On December 12, 1941, Magruder sent Chennault a telegram inviting the American Volunteer Group to
return to the US Army. However, Chennault did not expect that Magruder did not mention the issues of his
rank, and the reorganized Air Force stationed in China was also not under his command. 33)Therefore,
when Madame Chiang asked him to participate in the discussion of the reorganization, Magruder delayed
the time on the grounds of having to stay in bed because of “a relapse of tracheitis.” He also pointed out
that in view of the complexity of the problem, the American Volunteer Group should not be incorporated into
the US Army Air Force, and “it can play a better role under current conditions. The pilots are unanimously
willing to be led by me and supervised by President Chiang.” (361

Magruder formally proposed to the US War Department on December 31, 1941 that the American Volunteer
Group be included in the Army Air Corps and changed into the 23rd Fighter Group. Magruder’s proposal
can be divided into two parts. One is the command of the American Volunteer Group, and the other is the
reorganization of members of the American Volunteer Group. As for the former, Magruder proposed that he
would serve as the commander of the reorganized US Air Force stationed in China. Regarding the latter,
Magruder suggested that members of the American Volunteer Group could receive an one-time
compensation for the difference between the contract and the military salary. Those who refused to accept
the reorganization, or “do not meet the US Army’s standards,” could be replaced by Chinese pilots and
ground staff. In this way, “the spirit of mutual assistance and solidarity of the democratic front is

demonstrated to the world.” 7}

Magruder’s pursuit of command of the Air Force stationed in China not only surprised Chennault, but also
met with opposition from China. On December 31, Magruder had a meeting with Chiang Kai-shek and
proposed an Volunteer Group reorganization plan, but Chiang Kai-shek rejected the request on the spot.
Chiang wrote in his diary, “In terms of the command issue of US Air Force in China, Magruder proposes to
command it directly by himself. | state that any army in China’s territory should under China’s control. He
did not agree and | insist. He says he needs to enquire about the Washington’s opinion before making
decisions. | reply that even if Washington has the same view as him, | still disagree.” 88 From the Chinese
side, Chiang Kai-shek and Tse-ven Soong still preferred Chennault to lead the China-US Joint Air Force. 82

Chennault knew that the American Volunteer Group must be supplemented by personnel and weapons, but
he had a plan about it other than “reorganization.” On January 12, 1942, he pointed out to Tse-ven Soong
that the American Volunteer Group needed a supply of six fighters and ten pilots per week. Regarding the
differences between the regular army and the American Volunteer Group, Chennault also proposed that the
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newly added personnel did not need to “retire from current duty,” but only needed to sign a corresponding
contract with China Central Aircraft Manufacturing Company. 4%.Chennault then wrote to Magruder, stating
that the reorganization which might take as long as four to six months would cause the reduction of the
operational efficiency of the American Volunteer Group. In addition, he expressed with great confidence that
in view of his understanding of the Chinese battlefield, he should be appointed as a general-class officer of
the US Army Air Force and the commander of the Chinese Air Force, who could lead both the American
Volunteer Group and the future US Air Force stationed in China. 41

On January 19, 1942, Magruder once again told Chiang Kai-shek that the US War Department had
intended to designate him as the commander of the US Air Force in China and Myanmar. 42)To reassure
Chiang, Magruder pointed out through Marshall’s telegram that the establishment of the American Volunteer
Group was originally to aid China, and after it was reorganized into the official US Air Force, its mission
would remain consistent, and would still be to provide service for China. In this reorganization plan, the
American Volunteer Group would become the official air force of the US stationed in China and Myanmar.
Magruder also mentioned that those stationed in China should follow the orders of Chiang Kai-shek, while
those in Myanmar should be controlled by General Archibald Percival Wavell. 43 |n this regard, Chiang Kai-
shek expressed his dissatisfaction when discussing with Tse-ven Soong that, “(1) The US Air Force
stationed in China can be relocated to Myanmar at any time. If its duties and regions cannot be divided,
both parties will not be able to use it. (2) Since China and Myanmar are both battlefields, the issue of whom
Magruder should report to will be a tough question for both sides. (3) Chennault is an air force expert.
Whether such a composition is desired by him is also a question. (4) China is very willing that the US sends
a senior military officer to China to help with the war. However, Magruder is not an air force expert, so it is
hard for both the Chinese and the US Air Force personnel to believe in him.” (44) “One person is in the
charge of two commanders from China and the UK, serving in two battlefields, and then commanding the
Air Force as an Army staff.” (45) This was unacceptable to Chiang Kai-shek.

To make Chennault agree to the reorganization, Magruder also told Chiang Kai-shek that “I approve of
Chennault’s great contribution in this crisis, and qualities of a military leader he has shown has also been
unanimously admired. Therefore, this reorganization has no intention of reducing the importance of his
position.” As for Madame Chiang, she pointed out to Magruder to his face that “if the reorganization is
inevitable, then he (Chennault) advocates that he must be promoted to Major General. “46.This is because
that he is the only competent person to command the US Air Force in China. If his official rank is still a
colonel, it may hinder the execution of his duties.” Magruder said that if he was the commander of the US
Army in China and Myanmar, it would not be difficult to raise Chennault’s rank. He stated that he himself
had no intention of forcing the reorganization, but “if Magruder insists on holding a negative attitude, his
position will be affected.” Moreover, Magruder also pointed out that “If Chennault agrees with
reorganization, he will undoubtedly be the commander of the Air Force. | know that there are still five or six
Air Force officers in the US who can serve as commanders, but none of them is as good and happy to take
charge as Chennault.” 47) The implication was that Chennault was not the only option of the US War
Department. To increase the weight of his say, Magruder claimed that the US military had granted him
extensive administrative power to facilitate the reorganization. 48! However, Chiang Kai-shek and his wife
insisted on speaking for Chennault, demanding to keep his commanding position, and having repulsion to
Magruder. After being repeatedly rejected by Chiang Kai-shek, Magruder also reluctantly reported to the
War Department that Chennault was likely to be the only one who had the qualifications and experience
and could effectively command American and Chinese air forces. 42}

What also disappointed Chiang Kai-shek with Magruder was his grab for power as a representative in China
and the distortion of some of his reports. 2% On January 5, 1942, in a report submitted by Magruder to the
War Department, without providing factual evidence, he predicted that the Chinese government would
arrange a truce with Japan to make the US confront Japan alone, and pointed out that Chiang Kai-shek
intended to hoard US aid supplies “in order to prepare for post-war military operations.” (51)Some scholars
believed that this report might also be fabricated by Magruder after he failed to seize power to vent his
indignation, and use his special identity to seek revenge. (82

As Chiang Kai-shek officially serv ed as the supreme commander-in-chief in the Chinese battlefield, military
cooperation between China and the US was heating up. To deepen the cooperative relationship, Chiang
Kai-shek proposed that the US appoint a high-ranking military officer as the chief of staff of the newly
formed joint force in the Chinese battlefield. The US military also hoped to advance China-US military
cooperation and maintain the Chinese battlefield by sending military officers with higher authority to China.
(53) |n relation to the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group and the arrival of the US Air Force in
China, senior US military officials had decided to include the commander of the Air Force into the
leaderships of the Chief of Staff in the Chinese battlefield. On January 23, 1942, Henry Lewis Stimson, the
Secretary of the US War Department stated in a letter to Tse-ven Soong that senior assistants of the Chief
Representative of the War Department to China should include an officer from the air force. He said that
one of the responsibilities of such an officer was to command the US Air Force stationed in China, help
organize the training of the Chinese Air Force and take charge of the Air Force operations of the general
headquarters in the Chinese battlefield. (54)

To better promote China-US air force cooperation, Chiang Kai-shek had asked the US to send two officers
to China at the same time. One was an army officer who would serve as the chief of staff of the joint army,
while the other was an army air force officer who would preside over China’s air force affairs. (33 Therefore,
with regard to the issue that the US “will send another senior Air Force officer to China,” Chiang Kai-shek
maintained that,“it is still up to the US government, and China has no objection.” However, he gave a tactful
suggestion to the US through Tse-ven Soong that, “Chennault’s feelings for the Chinese Air Force and his
spirit of cooperation are definitely greater than any new senior personnel. If the US does not have a suitable
senior Air Force officer to China at this time, it will be very appropriate for him to fill this post.” 58) On
January 29, Stimson stated that the US greatly agreed with such an arrangement, and Chennault would be
promoted to Brigadier General in due course. (372

At this point, Magruder’s proposal was suspended as his own right of speech diminished, while Chennault
would return to the “active duty” of the US Army and be promoted. Nonetheless, who should command the
American Volunteer Group after its reorganization still had not been decided, and the reorganization work
was still under discussion.

3 Determination of Chennault’s command and reorganization plan

When Magruder proposed to reorganize the American Volunteer Group, he mainly focused on solving the
problem of the supply of personnel and materials. With the deepening of China-US military cooperation, the
reorganization issue of the American Volunteer Group which was an effective strength in the battlefields of
China and Myanmar, was incorporated into the overall strategic deployment of the US for consideration.

On June 27, 1940, the US, which had not yet joined the war, had clearly put forward the strategic concepts
of “Europe first and then Asia” and “first Germany and then Japan,” that was, the US should take complete
defensive actions in the Pacific, and make major efforts in the Atlantic. (28} On February 15, 1942, Roosevelt
and his chief diplomatic adviser then, Harry Lloyd Hopkin, 52} discussed the situation after the fall of
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Singapore. Hopkins put forward the “two-wing theory,” that was, the right wing was based on Australia and
New Zealand, and the left wing was on Myanmar, India, and China. 69 The defense focus of the US was
more on the Australian side. This not only affected the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group, but
also affected the US investment in air force in the battlefields of China, Myanmar and India.

As an ally of China, the US should send a regular force into the Chinese battlefield to fight against Japan
together. However, due to the “grand strategy” and the difficulties in the transport in the battlefields of China
and Myanmar, it was hard for the US to send a large number of troops in a short term. Clarence Edward
Gauss, the US ambassador to China, stated in a report that military assistance, especially assistance, for
air force, might have a greater psychological impact than military benefits; the United States had not taken
enough military action in China; even if the US air forces were limited, they would provide China with
positive evidence that they were fighting for China and themselves. He proposed that regardless of whether
the American Volunteer Group was incorporated into the regular army, its personnel and equipment should
remain unchanged and be gradually increased. (6 )When the US military system entered China, the
American side felt that if these Volunteer Group members with low-discipline but high salaries continued to
exist, it would greatly damage the morale of ordinary soldiers. (621 Therefore, reorganizing the American
Volunteer Group became a necessary step in the overall strategic planning of the US military. (€3

After consultations with the US Army, and with China’s approval, Joseph Stilwell assumed the post of Chief
of Staff of the allied forces in the Chinese battlefield, and China-US military cooperation entered a new
stage. Among the staff who traveled to China with Stilwell, Clayton Bissell, the Air Force’s senior staff would
be the direct leader of the US Air Force in China. This meant that Stimson’s previous promise of ensuring
Chennault's command of the US Air Force in China was not fulfilled.

In the new reorganization plan of the American Volunteer Group, Bissell took the overall picture, and
Chennault gained command of the US fighter and light bomber fleets stationed in China, excluding the
heavy bomber fleet. Currie told Chennault that although the military held a good attitude towards him,
Bissell could get more cooperation from it. (64} Unlike Stilwell and Magruder who just came from the Army,
Bissell was a standard Army Air Force officer, who was quite different from Chennault in terms of tactics on
fighters, and had deep-rooted prejudice against Chennault. (65) Chennault could not accept this
arrangement. He claimed that the cancellation of his air command in the Chinese battlefield was not good
for all parties. Chennault advised the War Department to select a person who would work well with him. If
Bissell was still in office, he would be “deeply disappointed” and chose to resign on the grounds of poor
health. (661

When Stilwell learned of his mission to China, he knew about the reorganization of the American Volunteer
Group. On February 9, 1942, Currie told Arnold Chennault's opinions on the reorganization in Washington.
Stilwell mentioned in his diary that it seemed that Marshall had promised Chiang Kai-shek that Chennault
could be a senior air force commander. Stilwell expressed his dissatisfaction with Chennault’s approach of
disobeying disciplines, and he supported Bissell to be “ranked above Chennault.” In his diary, Stilwell
revealed why the US military was annoyed. It was not for the Chinese to tell the US who could and could
not be its subordinates. China’s interference in the US personnel arrangement extremely disgusted the US
war Department, (¢7) and the close relationship between Chennault and Chiang Kai-shek also made the
Department doubt Chiang’s motivation. (68)

As for changes in the personnel of the Air Force made by the US military, Chinese senior officials also had
new views. On February 5, 1942, Tse-ven Soong informed Chiang Kai-shek of the views of the US military
and Stilwell in a confidential telegraph, stating that the US believed that “when it launches counterattacks
against Japan, the base of the Air Force must be in China,” and the American Volunteer Group as well as
the Chinese Air Force should have suitable commanders in case in the future it would dispatch air forces to
China for joint operations. The US maintained that with Chennault’s skills, experience, qualifications, and
the relationship with the US Air Force, whether he was competent for the commanding post was uncertain.
(69) |n other words, the US believed that it was more appropriate for Bissell to hold the highest position of
the air force at the joint headquarters and take charge.

As far as China was concerned, the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group was not merely a
reorganization of an air force, but also involved the subsequent entry of the air force into the Chinese
battlefield. To mobilize the US military assistance to a greater extent, Tse-ven Soong told Chiang Kai-shek
that “Bissell really has deep relationships with senior military officers of the US Air Force and enjoys great
fame. For the sake of future, it is a pity that we lose the chance of having him in China.” (ZO) |t was hoped
that the arrival of senior US Air Force officers would enable China to receive more air assistance from the
US and allow the regular Air Force to enter the Chinese battlefield.

The relationship between Chiang Kai-shek and Chennault was not consistent with what the US and the
outside world believed. Chennault worked with Chiang for many years, but he disagreed with many of
Chiang’s actions. (1) Chiang Kai-shek also judged Chennault's opinions based on different situations, and
he did not support him blindly. On March 4, 1942, when Chiang discussed the Air Force’s reconnaissance of
enemies and future arrangement plan in Myanmar with Chennault in Lashio, he thought that, “this person
cannot bear heavy responsibilities.” 2} Accordingly, Chiang did not insist that Chennault be the commander
of the US Air Force in China.

Therefore, China accepted the US decision. Currie forwarded a telegram to Chennault through Tse-ven
Soong, stating that “Arnold also highly appreciates the American Volunteer Group,” “Bissell can obtain
supplies from the army, which is crucial for large-scale operations,” and “China’s interests require not only
good material support, but also good strategies.” (23} When both the US and China had made a decision,
Chennault could do nothing but choose to compromise. He wrote back to Tse-ven Soong and Currie, saying
that he was willing to “work in any capacity in an organization that can fight most effectively.” (74)

In March 1942, after Stilwell and Bissell arrived in Chongqing one after another, they immediately held an
official meeting with Chiang Kai-shek and his wife. Chiang Kai-shek said that Bissell's “position in the Air
Force has been determined by General Stilwell and will not conflict with Chennault’s.” (75) Hence, in the
situation assessment report submitted to Marshall, Stilwell stated that he believed Chennault’s issue could
be successfully resolved, and the American Volunteer Group could also be reorganized within a reasonable
time. (Z8) Stilwell contended that for the reorganization plan, the first principle was to maintain the maximum
efficiency of the American Volunteer Group during its reorganization. With regard to Chennault’s position in
the new system, Stilwell suggested that both Bissell and Chennault be promoted to the US Brigadier
General, but the commencement date of Chennault’'s rank should be one day after Bissell, indicating the

difference in status between the two. ({7}

On April 1, 1942, accompanied by Madame Chiang, Chiang Kai-shek discussed the reorganization of the
American Volunteer Group with Stilwell, Chennault and Magruder. All parties agreed that Chennault would
continue to command the fighter and light bomber units stationed in China after the reorganization.
Regarding the dissolution date of the American Volunteer Group, Chennault proposed the date of July 16,
while Bissell proposed July 1. Then in accordance with Madame Chiang’s suggestion, it was decided to be
July 4, 1942. 8) The reorganization plan for the American Volunteer Group left Chennault a three-month
buffer period to adapt to the new war layout. Bissell also promised to maintain the efficiency of the American
Volunteer Group after its reorganization, and 33 airmen who were experienced in flying P40 aircrafts would
arrive in China in early May. (/2 |t can be said that the most important reason why China and Chennault
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were willing to sacrifice the independence of the American Volunteer Group was that before its official
reorganization on July 4, the American Volunteer Group could not only maintain its identity as a Chinese Air
Force, but also receive logistical support from the US military. Bissell said that the support of the US Air
Force for China would reinforce the strength of the American Volunteer Group as soon as possible, which
would directly assist the Chinese military in the frontline of Myanmar and accelerate the organization of the
10th Army of the US Air Force in India, so as to prevent Japan from cutting off air transportation plans of
China.” €2

4 “Beyond expectation”: reorganization of members of the American Volunteer Group
and Changes in air force strength in the Chinese battlefield

The reorganization plan was determined through consultation among all parties. After addressing the
problem of Chennault’s rank and commanding right, the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group
returned to its fundamental issue, that is, personnel supplies and weapon assistance. However, the results
of the reorganization and subsequent reinforcements of the American Volunteer Group were not as good as
what envisaged by China and the US.

4.1 Reorganization of members of the American Volunteer Group

The fighter pilots, crew members, and ground crew members of the American Volunteer Group were all
employed by China Central Aircraft Manufacturing Company in the form of contracts. Their generous
salaries and rewards for shooting down enemy aircrafts made them have no hesitation to take risks and
pursue fame and fortune. After getting away from the cumbersome dogma of the regular army, the discipline
of the American Volunteer Group soon became a real headache. As the war continued to escalate, the
mentality of members of the American Volunteer Group also changed.

While the American Volunteer Group was still training, Chiang Kai-shek had noticed that its members were
“undisciplined and complicated in their internal spirits,” and thus “he tries to bring their attention to the
military discipline.” €. Chennault’s loose management could increase the enthusiasm of the American

Volunteer Group members to a greater extent. However, once the war worsened, or even fell into an
unfavorable situation, the American Volunteer Group’s lack of discipline would produce adverse effects.

According to Chennault, just before the Pearl Harbor incident broke out, 12 pilots and six other service
personnel were expelled, and after the incident, another 10 pilots and 37 service personnel were
“dishonorably fired.” One of the main reasons was their cowardice at that critical time. (82}

Discipline issues of the members of the American Volunteer Group directly affected whether they could be
incorporated into other forces. In fact, when the American Volunteer Group was reorganized, Chennault had
already expected that the members of the American Volunteer Group would rather resign than be
reassigned. The American Volunteer Group would disband, but the War Department would not be able to
replace it with an equally effective organization. (83}

In April 1942, the news of the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group was officially announced.
Certainly, as combatants, the group members did not know the details of the reorganization which were
decided by senior officials of China and the US. Some members believed that Chennault sacrificed their
interests to chase his own rank and future. This led to a “pilot rebellion” incident. (84} Chennault declared
sternly that these members would get the reputation of “being discharged from active military service
dishonorably.” The incident did not escalate, but the morale and combat enthusiasm of the entire group was
greatly reduced. After that, many pilots and ground crews left the American Volunteer Group through
various means. (85) Chennault was forced to propose to the War Department to strongly request the
President to issue an initiative to all members of the American Volunteer Group asking them to stick to their
posts, and pledging to send reinforcements as soon as possible. He also acknowledged that the volunteer
group was tired with rather low spirit and morale. (86 Many members were physically and mentally
exhausted due to tough battles, unpleasant climate and food. All these had cast a shadow on the
reassignment of members of the American Volunteer Group, and these “accidents” had not been expected
by both China and the US.

On May 21, 1942, Bissell and Chennault met with pilots and ground crews of the American Volunteer Group
in Kunming. For those who did not accept the reorganization, their contract with the Chinese side would be
terminated on July 4, and they would receive remuneration including vacation pay and USD 500 for travel
expenses. For those who accepted, they could receive the same remuneration as those who left, plus the

difference between the military salary and the salary stipulated in the contract. 872

Most members of the American Volunteer Group were reserve officers before the war. If, after the
reorganization, they could formally become regular US military officers, they would not reject continuing to
join the 23rd Fighter Group. However, Bissell failed to “make a correct assessment of the situation.” First of
all, he stated that the highest rank that all pilots of the American Volunteer Group could obtain after they
were incorporated into the US Army was “Reserve Major,” while the ground crew could only become
technical sergeants. 881 When the group members wanted to ask for the treatment that regular army should
have, they were threatened by Bissell who claimed that once they returned to the US, they would be
immediately recruited as army infantry. As a result, both pilots and the ground crew lost confidence in the
arrangements of being redeployed to the US army.

After obtaining an official position in the military, Chennault also chose to “stand by and watch” how
members of the American Volunteer Group were redeployed. He, for one thing, wanted to see Bissell make
a fool of himself, and, for another, tried to ease the tension between him and the military. In the end, the
redeployment of members of the American Volunteer Group was awful. When making comments on the
reorganization process to the War Department, Stilwell said that the US military was replacing the battle-
hardened members of the American Volunteer Group with personnel who lacked combat experience; in fact,
it was those members who had left the group to return to the US in the face of the spread of the war and the
crisis; they put their personal interests above national interests, which could not be publicized.” €2}

The neglect of the US of the situations of members of the American Volunteer Group and improper
reorganization strategy adopted by Bissell and Chennault caused only five pilots of the entire group to
agree to stay in China, and at the same time, 27 radiomen, crew chiefs, non-military personnel and logistics
personnel joined the task force in China. With only 32 previous group members, plus a few army pilots who
arrived in China, it was difficult for the 23rd Fighter Group to have sufficient combat effectiveness. According
to Chennault, the (reorganized) Air Force Task Force in China was utterly pieced together in the sound of
war, and it had to fight for gaining every group member, every spark plug and every gallon of gasoline. (29
When discussing the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group, many American scholars criticized
Bissell for his inefficient and slow organizational ability, which affected the reorganization results. (21

4.2 Reorganization of the American Volunteer Group and changes in Air Force Strength in the
Chinese battlefield
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In the battlefields of China and Myanmar, the American Volunteer Group was the air force that could not be
ignored. As Chennault mentioned during the reorganization, once the reorganization was under way, it must
take such air force three to six months to restore its original combat effectiveness. Chiang Kai-shek also
insisted that the American Volunteer Group should not be reorganized at the cost of existing fighting
capacity. (92) However, after China approved of the reorganization plan, the US failed to meet the needs for
air forces in the Chinese battlefield as agreed.

On March 5, 1942, to address the negative impact caused by Myanmar’s loss on the entire Far East
defense system, the US formed the Tenth Air Force in India to perform air operations on the battlefields of
China and Myanmar. Its ultimate combat objective was to attack Japan’s traffic lines which were through the
China Sea and also to directly attack Japan. (23] As the American Volunteer Group was being reorganized
while fighting the war, the German-ltalian coalition led by Erwin Rommel was approaching the hinterland of
Egypt, and the Middle East was in crisis. Under the grand strategy of “Europe first and then Asia,” in order
to strengthen the air force, the US deployed three Air Force fleets from the battlefields of China, Myanmar
and India to reinforce the Middle East. The first fleet originally planned to base itself in China and conduct a
bombing operation against Japan, but it was dispatched to Egypt in early June. The second fleet was the
10th Air Force in India. The third fleet, which included the 33 A-29 light bombers promised to be allocated to
China in January 1942, was sent to Egypt for a guarding mission, on the grounds that these aid aircrafts
were kept back when leaving the US and could not be shipped until the end of June. These transfers of air
forces that were involved in supporting the Chinese battlefield had not obtained the consent of Chiang Kai-
shek, the commander-in-chief of the Chinese battlefield, and even had not been discussed with him. (¢4}

In the face of China’s doubts, Roosevelt replied that the situation in China was quite tough, and air force
assistance was also extremely significant; although they agreed unanimously to keep the original Air Force
plans for China and India unchanged, Egypt and the southern part of the Soviet Union were in crisis at the
same time, making it impossible for US to allocate more reinforcements; whatever happened, a hundred
planes ordered before would all be supplied; this war in the summer was indeed critical, but he and Prime
Minister Churchill truly sympathized with China, without any slight disregard; they already had plans to
overcome problems in Myanmar. (95) Chiang Kai-shek also questioned Stilwell, “President Roosevelt has
telegraphed his order that the US 10th Air Force should be transferred from India to China. Once an order is
given, it must be implemented without being changed. The situation in Egypt is serious. . . but the situation
in Zhejiang and Jiangxi is also critical,” “The transfer of Air Forces from China to other battlefields proves
that the Chinese battlefield is not valued. . . | would like to know in detail whether the United Kingdom and
the US still regard the Chinese battlefield as one of the battlefields of the allies.” (26) This reflected that
although the US attached great importance to China’s strategic position, it did not intend to make more
investment.

On July 4, 1942, the reestablished US Task Force in China had only 49 aircrafts when it entered combat.
This was far fewer than what China and Chennault were promised when they agreed to reorganize the
American Volunteer Group, and the number was even fewer than that the American Volunteer Group had
during the Pacific War. In terms of the commanding right, as the US Army allowed only one air force per
battlefield, and the Air Force Task Force in China was subordinated to the 10th Air Force in India. The air
force in the Chinese battlefield was constrained by the New Delhi headquarters thousands of miles away,
causing its combat efficiency to be greatly affected. Even worse, it was hard for the staff and equipment of
the 10th Air Force to meet the minimum standards of the US military in 1942. ©X\When the news of the
reorganization of the American Volunteer Group was released in New Delhi, even Stilwell said to Chiang
Kai-shek that the move was “unfortunate.” He believed that this issue should not be made public, because
the spread of the message that the air force on the Chinese battlefield weakened would allow the Japanese
army to take the chance to conduct large-scale raids. (28)

In short, after more than half a year of fighting and reorganization of the American Volunteer Group, the Air
Force in the Chinese battlefield had not been strengthened in quantity, but even retrogressed in terms of
personnel quality. @2} Both the redeployment of members of the American Volunteer Group or the
subsequent transfer of reinforcements were “beyond expectation” for the US. This was not only a mistake
made by the US, but also an inevitable result of its implementation of the “Europe first and then Asia”
strategy and its neglect of the Chinese battlefield. After the American Volunteer Group was reorganized into
the Air Task Force in China, China and Chennault fought for more aircraft supplies from the US, which
became the theme of the next phase of China-US Air Force cooperation.

5 Conclusions

At the end of 1941, the outbreak of the Pacific War made China and the US officially become allies. The
China-US alliance was the first real military alliance in the modern history of China. The Chinese
government lacked sufficient experience and countermeasures in handling military cooperation and
coordinated operations. By examining the reorganization process of the American Volunteer Group which
lasted for more than half a year, we can have a deeper understanding of the nature of the American
Volunteer Group and learn more about the focus and strategies of China and the US in military cooperation,
thereby looking into the weakness of the alliance between these two countries.

For the American Volunteer Group itself, accepting reorganization was inevitable. During its early stage, due
to the lack of equipment and low quality of personnel, even Chennault did not hold much expectation for its
prospects at the beginning of the war. (100) The P-40 aircrafts equipped by the American Volunteer Group
was rather obsolete, and many parts were difficult to be replenished as they were discontinued for a long
time. 191 After the US declared war on Japan, the entire army entered a wartime state. It was no longer
possible to recruit “volunteers” from the US Army. Without subsequent reinforcements, this force would
continue to lose members until no one survived in the combat. In addition, the US military controlled
whether military materials could be leased, so the American Volunteer Group could only continue to fight if it
was “restructured” and returned to the US military.

Certainly, under such an embarrassing situation, it was even more admirable for the American Volunteer
Group to achieve such excellent records. The hard work of Chennault and the group members made both
China and the US realize that this was a force that could not be overlooked. Although, most members of the
American Volunteer Group were criticized for their mercenary nature since they left China without accepting
being redeployed, according to scholars, most of the members who went back to the US returned to the
front line to fight. 192) |t can be seen that the US military should accept most of the responsibilities for the
failure of incorporating the American Volunteer Group.

Chennault’s desire for command during the reorganization process and resistance to the reorganization
itself met with criticism from the US War Department and his colleagues. If Chennault failed to obtain the
rank of general and was not assured of his commanding right, he might be assigned to other battlefields
after being recruited by the Army. This undoubtedly had adverse effects on his display of talents and pursuit
of future. 1931 |t turned out that Chennault’s stay and command of the Chinese battlefield was of great
benefit to both China and the US.
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For the US military, reorganizing the American Volunteer Group was not only an inevitable requirement for
unified command, but also facilitated the strategic deployment of the US in the Far East. At the beginning of
the war, the US was unable to meet the needs of the battlefields of China, Myanmar and India in terms of
military strength or material distribution. The American Volunteer Group had achieved unexpected results,
(104) making the incorporation of this unit the least “invested” solution for the US. With both existing aircrafts
and combatants, the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group became an “expedient measure.”

As far as China was concerned, in the case where the US could not send reinforcements from the Army,
China’s demand for the Air Force assistance was extremely urgent. When the Magruder military delegation
arrived in Chongging in 1941, Chiang Kai-shek repeatedly emphasized that “What China urgently needs is
still the Air Force.” 105) When Tse-ven Soong learned that the US wanted to make Bissell rank higher than
Chennault, he pointed out that accepting Bissell was conducive to obtaining assistance from the US military.
(108) While China understood that it was difficult for the US to change its strategy of “Europe first and then
Asia,” asking “the US Air Force to send more units to China to assist in fighting” had also become became
an “expedient measure.” 197)

In addition, the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group would help alleviate China’s financial
pressure. By mid-January 1942, the funds of the Myanmar Central Aircraft Company were about to be
drained, and the members of the American Volunteer Group did not receive their salary in December of last
year. 198) On February 17, Qian Changzuo, the Supervisor of the Central Aircraft Manufacturing Company
of Myanmar, wrote a letter to Tse-ven Soong requesting that another 400,000 rupees be paid to the Central
Aircraft Manufacturing Company in Yangon, including the February salary of members of the American
Volunteer Group. 1220 Even Chennault himself also telegraphed Tse-ven Soong to ask about the issue of a
500- yuan bonus for per fighter the American Volunteer Group shot down. (110) If the American Volunteer
Group had not been reorganized into the US military, its fund flow would obviously be a significant burden
on the financially stretched Nationalist Government of China.

Judging from the results, the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group was not the best for both
China and the US. For the US, most members of the American Volunteer Group chose to return to America
instead of accepting being redeployed. As a result, the US had to dispatch personnel to China again to
replace them. As far as China was concerned, solving the “problems of expansion and replenishment” of
the American Volunteer Group was actually China’s lowest goal for China-US air force cooperation. “if we
only focus on how to expand the American Volunteer Group, then China’s Air Force can never be brought

up to its full strength.” ™) China hoped that while the US reorganized the Volunteer Group, it could also
send more aircrafts, personnel and materials to assist the Chinese Air Force so as to fundamentally

strengthen China’s air strength in the battlefield. However, when the US failed to deliver on its promises and
left China in a difficult position, China became disappointed and conflicts then arose leading to cooperation
troubles between the two countries. (112)

During the reorganization process of the American Volunteer Group, two factors had an impact on the
subsequent China-US military cooperation.

The first one was the influence of the “Chennault factor” on China-US mutual trust. During the
reorganization process, Chennault showed his need and desire for power and status. From the Chinese
perspective, those were rewards for Chennault’s work in China for several years, and affirmation of the
brilliant achievements of the American Volunteer Group led by him. Therefore, when Chennault strived to be
the highest commander of the US Air Force stationed in China and asked for the rank of “Brigadier
General,” Chiang Kai-shek and other Chinese officials showed consent and support. 113} However, from the
perspective of the US military, even though Chennault had achieved great results, he was ultimately outside
the “system.” In particular, Chennault had won the support of Chinese high-level officials. The US military
was disgusted by this and also worried that it would not be able to control the reorganized Air Force in
China. Therefore, it insisted that only military officers in the “system” could be the commander of the US Air
Force in China.

Throughout the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group, the more pressure the US military exerted,
the closer Chennault would be to Chiang Kai-shek; and the more the Chinese government “spoke” for
Chennault in front of the US, the worse the US’ perception of Chennault would be. (14) Repeatedly, the US
military’s prejudice against China was increasing. Chiang Kai-shek’s measures to gain independent
command for Chennault were originally intended to enhance the combat effectiveness of the Air Force in
the Chinese battlefield, but unexpectedly exacerbated the conflict between him and Stillwell, as well as
misunderstandings held by the US military against him.

The second one was the impact of the “Air Force Model” on China-US Army cooperation. For the US, the
“relatively smooth” cooperation in the Air Force had blinded the decision-making officials. In the process of
the American Volunteer Group reorganization and the US-China Air Force cooperation, China had proposed
that Chennault should serve as the Commander of US Air Force in China, and also train as well as lead the
Chinese Air Force in coordinated operations. (115) The US military believed that when America’s military
equipment, training tactics, and the quality of officers were better than China’s, China was willing to hand
over its military leadership and build a Chinese army rebuilt and organized by Americans. {16) After Stilwell
gained command of the Chinese Expeditionary Forces on the battlefield in Myanmar, Americans
increasingly maintained that only by “gaining” the leadership could they help China to improve its army’s
combat effectiveness. The interpretation of the “Air Force Model” into “one’s own wishful thinking” in the
army level would undoubtedly offend the Chinese government and eventually lead to a greater crisis.

In summary, the reorganization of the American Volunteer Group in China was an “expedient measure”
taken by all parties through continuous consultation. It had met the basic demands of all parties to a certain
extent and resolved the lack of allied collaboration in the Chinese battlefield in the early stage of the Pacific
War. However, as a prelude to the China-US wartime air force cooperation, this reorganization had implicitly
demonstrated different interests and strategies of various parties. In more than 7 months since the
American Volunteer Group's first battle to its official reorganization, the interaction among Chinese high-
level officials, the US military, and Chennault foreshadowed the “tortuous ups and downs” of China-US
military cooperation in the following years.

(Translated by LUO Jing)

Footnote

[1]. (1) According to some scholars, during the Chinese War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression,
the number of American troops stationed in China reached a maximum of more than 100,000, mainly air
combat forces and air transport units. See Yan, J. The Journal of Studies of China’s Resistance War

Against Japan ({1HE&FHAZR),(3) (2007) . [*Back
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